Participant P10

School Experience: Diverse public high school in Texas (Seven Lakes High School)

1. Can you briefly introduce yourself and tell me when you came to the United
States?

Response:

My name is Huiyi. I came to the United States about four years ago. I recently graduated from Seven
Lakes High School and am now a freshman at Texas A&M University, where [ will study General
Engineering before applying to Chemical Engineering.

2. What was the biggest challenge when you first arrived in the United States?
Response:

The biggest challenges were language and cultural differences. Although I had learned English in
China, I had very little experience using it in real-life communication. I also found it difficult to fully
adapt to American culture. Even now, I sometimes hesitate when talking to other people because I am
unsure how to interact naturally.

3. Can you describe your experience learning English?
Response:

I never learned English through a systematic approach. Instead, I mainly learned from school
textbooks, reading English fan fiction, listening to English audio, and memorizing vocabulary. Most
of my English developed gradually through these experiences rather than through formal language
training.

4. Do you remember a moment when language made you feel excluded,
embarrassed, or misunderstood?

Response:

Yes. I often found it difficult to express myself in English. Even when I knew what I wanted to say, |
could not fully communicate my thoughts or emotions. This often made me feel frustrated because I
felt that people could not understand the real me.



5. Do you feel like the same person when speaking Chinese and English? Why or
why not?

Response:

No. I feel like a different person when speaking English because I cannot fully express my
personality, emotions, or feelings. Speaking Chinese allows me to communicate much more naturally
and authentically.

6. Has moving to the United States changed the way you think about being
Chinese?

Response:

Yes. Before moving to the United States, | was simply proud of being Chinese. After living in the
United States, I gradually realized that being Chinese became more like a tag attached to my identity
rather than something that completely defined who I am. It is one part of my identity, not my entire
identity.

7. When do you feel most Chinese? Can you give an example?
Response:

I feel most Chinese when celebrating traditional festivals such as the Spring Festival or the
Mid-Autumn Festival, and whenever I speak Chinese. These moments remind me of my cultural
background and make me feel proud of my heritage.

8. When do you feel most American? Can you give an example?
Response:

I feel most American when I participate in American traditions and festivals, such as the Houston
Rodeo, or when I have conversations with people from different cultural backgrounds. In those
moments, I realize that we are all sharing the same classroom and the same experiences despite our
different backgrounds.

9. Have you ever felt caught between two cultures? Can you tell me about that
experience?



Response:

Yes. I sometimes find it difficult to relate to people my own age in China because I no longer fully
understand the way they socialize or communicate. At the same time, I also hesitate when talking with
American classmates because I am often unsure what topics we have in common. As a result, I
sometimes feel that I do not completely belong to either cultural group.

10. If you could describe your identity in one sentence, what would that sentence
be?

Response:

I don't think I need an identity label. Although it can sometimes feel lonely, I believe we are all human
beings. I don't want people to put labels on me or separate us into different groups because of those
labels.



Participant P10 (B3, o1& %V7)

LR 75 Seven Lakes High School (£ 7eAb/A S i HY)

1 EERITA— T HC, DR IR £ E ) 2

EILY

M Huiyi, &£ U4 RTHEISEE, FRRIM Seven Lakes High School Yk, H Rijf& N & T K%

(Texas A&M University) —2 74, 5 —45 2]t H T.#2 (General Engineering) , Z f& A7 2
Bk TR,

2. NIDRZIEER, /RIE2IR 5 KPR 2. 2
mp3

(=)

WSR2 L E N, BB R KPREORE S S0z, BARERAE P EE X 560s, LA
FOEMEHSEBEEAT ARV A 0, IR HARAE S N =L SE IR S 30 5L, RN, et — B G B kA
SEARA L ESL, BIEIAE, FRFnm A ST 0 R2 A L1, A aE B 6E B AR A
X1k

3. JREEHEE — T B & S JOERY & g 2
[F]2%
A2 R R R A RTLAE RS . T BLA I PR 5 ) s, TR s SR A

/N (fan fiction) | Wr2 SCE A, LAMACIZIRA LI BLiR] . FRAGDETE 3 2 ALK L8 1 Befid
B, mAZEE & I THES 2.

4. PRETICAFHA K NIE S IR g R R | i i soglr gy ) 2
]2

ARESXFER ). T ERAEMENEEEIERAA O, BMERNE B AR, hAR R
HERAESK A SRR E 2. [, B2 WS A BIE R IEBAR IR, X1 TR BRI

5. SR ORI S SO, ARGEAF B R — N A ? o, 2

] 2%



BAAF ISR — DN, YESESTHIM i, FARMEZR K SLRY M, AF LRI S, IR EAS H
1G53 — /NN e H ST I, Fae e T A 2K, E?;&ﬂﬁ%kﬁao

6. KEILE LU, IR0FHh E NS00 BRRA KA b ?
[EIE2e

Ao MERBIEEZHT, F—EL A CRPEANE, REEELR, FiRIkE S ESLE, f
RN B RSB SRSl A 5, BRI AT, EPIJ\E’%E@E%@E’%LE’J RZE (
tag), IMAJEE XM, B RERS M HR— N5, mAZERENA,

7 A L PRI 51 SR A 2 B 710
]2

MIRROL R EfL g B, FlanFST . RN, 838Ul R SC B e, B reise 28 ot E
No IXEER ZHR 2 ik T B B A 5 E b 2 B ER, tikFBoh B a9 si by sk
B H %%,

/|

8. {Ef UL T HORAERE 1 ) LRI\ 2 26715
EIE¥
YIS INK EWL G153, 45140 Houston Rodeo, B F13K B A [EZ . A RISUEHE SAANAL

T, e GE CEGREEA, RE - R, AR, bR A LR,
A& AR ST E 5,

9. IRA A KEIB 2 FAEMF UL ZR]? RILL3E—MERE T ?
]2
H, Fo kBB Ok B e FLAE o E R AR TR O X as i 7 28 (B G- e R R, FeAnsE E [F) 5

SEURI IR TR, AN FNE LI L, WA T IE A A TR S [ R . (Kb, BRI A B
CsA EIEE TR —i, W RAEM Mz | .

10. 2nRALIR A —A)1HR B SRS MR, RS U ?



AT A DI ARTE DN EER S R, BIRA I BEX PG 2 AR, (BN
BATE SN, AT SR B A7 b 28 1 K] 0 AN [RI RO AR



	Participant P10 
	1. Can you briefly introduce yourself and tell me when you came to the United States? 
	2. What was the biggest challenge when you first arrived in the United States? 
	3. Can you describe your experience learning English? 
	4. Do you remember a moment when language made you feel excluded, embarrassed, or misunderstood? 
	5. Do you feel like the same person when speaking Chinese and English? Why or why not? 
	6. Has moving to the United States changed the way you think about being Chinese? 
	7. When do you feel most Chinese? Can you give an example? 
	8. When do you feel most American? Can you give an example? 
	9. Have you ever felt caught between two cultures? Can you tell me about that experience? 
	10. If you could describe your identity in one sentence, what would that sentence be? 

	Participant P10（翻译，原英语采访） 
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